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U n i v e r s i t y  N e w s

In May 2010, DePaul University celebrated the public
launch of the Many Dreams, One Mission Campaign
for DePaul University.

The campaign is DePaul’s first comprehensive fundraising initiative

in almost 40 years and the largest in its history, with a goal of

raising $250 million by June 30, 2014. More than $100 million of

that total will bolster the university’s resources for scholarships,

helping to ensure that a college education is available to future

generations of talented DePaul students. 

Investments through the campaign will focus on continuing to

build academic excellence. Nearly $37 million from the campaign

will be invested in faculty positions to continue to attract the

nation’s top teachers, and more than $74 million will go directly 

to the creation and enhancement of academic programs. The

campaign will raise $38 million toward new, state-of-the-art

facilities for the School of Music and The Theatre School.

As of August 25, 2010, gifts to the campaign totaled 

$175.2 million.

“The Many Dreams, One Mission Campaign for DePaul

University is a philanthropic investment that will keep DePaul

strong and vital well into the future,” says the Rev. Dennis

Holtschneider, C.M., president of DePaul University. “I am immensely

grateful for the extraordinary response from the university’s closest

friends and supporters, though we know that in the shadow of an

uncertain economy, we must continue to work hard to assure success.

“The campaign supports our fundamental values and assures

that our distinctive education remains affordable for a cross-section

of students. It provides investment in the best faculty and deepens

our spiritual roots. It underwrites world-class faculty, programs and

learning environments and helps us deliver on Vincent’s promise to

not only do good, but do it well.”

In this section, we highlight some of the leadership gifts that

have helped to generate momentum in the campaign—gifts that

already are at work to fulfill students’ dreams and DePaul’s mission.

To learn more about the Many Dreams, One Mission campaign, 
visit campaign.depaul.edu.

Gerald Beeson (COM ’94)

and Jennifer Beeson

committed more than 

$1 million to the Gerald

and Jennifer Beeson

Scholarship, which

provides recognition and

financial assistance to

graduates of Chicago

Catholic high schools who

demonstrate financial need.

Beeson’s father made

sacrifices to send his

children to Catholic high

schools and was moved 

to tears when his son 

won a scholarship to DePaul. This helped lead Gerald to a highly

successful career in finance. The Beesons have made a historic 

gift to fund scholarships at DePaul because, as Gerald observes, 

“A central part of DePaul’s mission is to serve first-generation and

working-class students; my story is not unlike many others.” 

Brian Campbell (COM ’63, ’73),

president and CEO of Campbell

Industries Inc., recently gave a 

$1 million gift to DePaul University to

create the Eugene J. Muldoon Endowed

Scholarship for undergraduates in the

College of Commerce. The scholarship

memorializes finance professor Eugene

J. Muldoon, who taught at DePaul in the 1950s and ’60s. 

“Gene Muldoon believed in me,” Campbell says. “He always

encouraged me and my classmates, and he took a real interest in our

success. He had a tremendous impact.”

A $250 Million Investment in Academic 
Opportunity and Excellence
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Larry Rogers Sr. 

(LAW ’83), founding

partner of the Chicago law

firm Power Rogers & Smith,

made a $500,000 gift to

endow College of Law

scholarships. In 1985, in 

his first Cook County trial,

Rogers won a $27 million

judgment in a product

liability case, the largest in

Illinois history at the time.

Since then, he has won

numerous multimillion-

dollar judgments for

personal injury clients.

Rogers served as president of the Cook County Bar Association

and the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, where he was the first

African-American to hold the post. Among his many distinctions, he

was awarded the Richard E. Westbrook Award for legal excellence

from the Cook County Bar Association and named one of the

country’s top 10 litigators by the National Law Journal in 1999.

Rogers, who earned his law degree at night while working 

full time as a respiratory therapist, says that his most important

career accomplishment has been mentoring young lawyers, many

of them African-American.

“Institutions such as DePaul have helped lead the way in

opening up the legal profession to minorities, women and others who

have been notoriously underserved in the past,” he says. “There’s 

still work to do, and that’s why scholarships such as the one I’ve

established are important, because economic barriers still remain.”

At the request of noted pharmaceutical

executive, philanthropist and College

of Law alumnus Michael Jaharis

(LAW ’58), the Jaharis Family

Foundation Inc. has made a $5 million

gift to endow scholarships in the

university’s College of Law. 

Jaharis, a Chicago native and 

son of Greek immigrants, served in the U.S. Army Medical Corps

during the Korean War and later attended night school at DePaul.

After a short stint in private practice, Jaharis began a successful and

entrepreneurial career in the pharmaceutical industry. Today, he is

founder and director of Arisaph Pharmaceuticals Inc. and a founder

of Vatera Capital LLC, which focuses on the health care industry. 

Jaharis gave the gift to encourage other College of Law alumni to

give. “I feel that my studies at DePaul are what really got me started,”

he says. “It is particularly important to me and my family to give back

to an institution which truly inspired me and may help open doors

for young people who wish to advance their education.”

John W. Martin Jr. (LAW ’61)

made a $1 million gift to endow 

the College of Law’s legal clinics.

Martin’s early legal career included

positions with the U.S. Department 

of Justice and a private New York 

firm. In 1970, he joined Ford Motor

Co., serving as vice president and

general counsel for 10 years.

At Ford, he received the American Bar Association’s Pro Bono

Publico Award (1990) and in 1997 was named one of the 100 most

influential lawyers in America by the National Law Journal. 

In retirement, Martin continues to provide pro bono legal

services to a number of organizations. “Lawyers have a special

obligation to serve the poor, especially in a society as complex 

and difficult to navigate as ours,” he says. 



The real measures of a DePaul education are the accomplishments of its 

alumni—not only professional successes, but creativity and satisfaction 

in other facets of life. Each year, we call on members of the community, 

including alumni, faculty, staff and friends, to nominate DePaul graduates 

who distinguish themselves. We then choose 14 of them, with the goal of 

representing schools and colleges across the university. The result is an 

inspiring, interesting mix of people, professions and achievements.

We hope you’ll enjoy the pages that follow and that you’ll

write and tell us about yourself or other remarkable alumni.

E-mail us at depaulmag@depaul.edu.

from 14 ALUMNI UNDER 40

Success
Stories

Fifth Annual Edition:





Josephine Lee (MUS ’97)
President and Artistic Director
Chicago Children’s Choir

Two years ago, Josephine Lee was directing the Chicago Children’s Choir

(CCC) in the demilitarized zone between North and South Korea, facing north

as they sang about peace and harmony. Then came a phone call from the North

Korean military, directing the choir to turn around. It remains a poignant moment

for Lee, the American-born daughter of a North Korean father and a South

Korean mother, and underscores the complexity of the role that Lee defines 

for the internationally acclaimed group.

“[My singers] learn how to become ambassadors, not only of this  country, but

ambassadors for humanity, for human rights, for freedom, for music,” educating

and exposing people around the world to the diversity of America and the beauty

of its art and ideas. “They represent a microcosm of Chicago, of the world.”

Lee has been artistic director of the CCC for 12 years and just added

“president” to her title. During her tenure, the choir has forged deeper

relationships with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Lyric Opera of Chicago,

Ravinia, and famed orchestras and children’s choirs around the world. She

broadened her singers’ repertoire to include theatre, music and dance

performances; in pursuit of that goal, she co-created an epic Hindu musical,

“SitaRam,” which received three Jeff Equity Award nominations in 2006. Her

honors include being named the first Robert Shaw Conducting Fellow in 2002

and receiving the 3Arts Artist Award in 2008.

She says she owes it all to Dmitry Paperno, professor emeritus in the School

of Music. 

“Those life lessons he gave me as a musician have stuck with me. I really am

so eternally grateful,” says Lee. “That’s why great professors are so important,

because they can shape who you’re going to be as an adult.”

That’s a gift that Lee seeks to pass along to the 2,800 children, ages 8 to 18,

who participate in the CCC’s 46 programs in the Chicago Public Schools, eight

neighborhood choirs and the acclaimed 90-member concert choir. Having them

become professional singers isn’t really the goal.

“It’s more about who they become as a person,” interacting with kids outside

their own neighborhoods, traveling the world, and learning history and culture

through song. “They learn how to become positive, contributing adults with an

appreciation for the arts,” she says.

Eduardo Scoz (CDM ’05) 
Software Architect
Redpoint Technologies

Brazilian-born Eduardo Scoz was just 7 years old when his father gave him 

a computer—and three programming books. “My father told me from the

beginning that he didn’t want me to play games on the computer,” he says.

Scoz’s father was an accountant, but he interacted with developers through 

his work. “I guess he liked parts of the computer world, and he wanted me to be 

a part of it,” says the software architect for Redpoint Technologies. Ever since

then, “my entire life has been devoted to computer science,” he says.

Scoz took electronics classes in high school and graduated from Unisul, 

a Brazilian university, with a bachelor’s degree in computer science in 2002.

Through a partnership between DePaul’s College of Computing and Digital

Media (CDM) and Unisul, Scoz was one of four students selected to receive 

full scholarships to work on master’s degrees at DePaul. He arrived in Chicago

in January 2003, and for the next three years did a variety of computer-related

jobs at CDM while going to school. He started to receive job offers a couple of

months before he graduated with a master’s in software engineering in 2005.

Scoz accepted a position at Redpoint, where his job has evolved over the

years. Now he consults and serves as project lead for large company clients

who need help developing complex information technology solutions to meet

particular business needs.

Even when Scoz is not at his day job, he’s working. He always has some

software or application project in development.

For example, he created the Brazilian version of Yelp in 2007. The idea for 

the business came to Scoz when he was having difficulty finding a hotel near 

the airport while planning a visit back home to Brazil. So he built a website

(mapia.com.br) that would rate locations in Brazil, such as bars, restaurants, hotels

and other entertainment and hospitality venues. Today, mapia boasts 10,000

registered users and 20,000 location reviews in 16 of the largest cities in Brazil.

Scoz also developed Cracklytics, a popular application that allows people to

keep track of their website traffic on their iPhones, and he currently is working

on a project management application.

“I keep starting these things because I like to stay up-to-date with

technology,” Scoz says. Cracklytics came about because Scoz wanted to learn

the Apple framework and how to develop applications for the iPhone. “My day-

to-day work at Redpoint requires that I stay sharp on all the new technologies,

and I love what I do day-to-day,” Scoz says.
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14 ALUMNI
UNDER 40
(l to r) Josephine Lee (MUS
’97), Eduardo Scoz (CDM
’05), Susan Vargo (THE ’98)
and Claude Chofi (SNL ’08) 

Susan Vargo (THE ’98)
Executive Producer of Live Theatricals and Events
Nickelodeon

At 12 years old Susan Vargo already knew what she wanted to do with her

life. After seeing a live performance of “Sweeney Todd” with her dad, she

was smitten, and from that day forward, there was no question that she

would spend the rest of her days in show business.

“I am one of those strange people who, from an early age, was driven 

to accomplish something very specific,” she says. That single-mindedness

eventually led Vargo to The Theatre School at DePaul, where she majored

in the nascent theatre management program.

“Although I fancied myself a decent performer, I had a mind for business

and I was wary of an acting career, which is often dependent on pure luck,”

she says. At DePaul, she got ample real-world theatre experience

participating behind the scenes at The Theatre School and within the

commercial theatre community of Chicago.

Today, as the executive producer of live theatricals and events at

Nickelodeon, Vargo remains driven, burning the midnight oil and even

cutting short her maternity leave to put together traveling stage productions

that feature the cable channel’s biggest stars, including SpongeBob

SquarePants, Dora the Explorer and The Backyardigans.

And she’s great at it. 

In fact, one of her 2010 productions, “Storytime Live!,” racked up gross

ticket receipts of $2.8 million in a single week during its recent 12-show run

at New York’s Radio City Music Hall—the most revenue generated by a

family touring show at that venue in the past decade. (The previous record

was set by a “Dora the Explorer” show in 2003.)

“Storytime Live!,” which is expected to visit 70 U.S. cities during 2010, is

just one of five international touring productions that Vargo has in various

stages of development at the moment.

During her six years at Nickelodeon, Vargo has worked with partners around

the world to bring the channel’s cast of characters alive on stage, crisscrossing

North and South America, Europe, the Middle East, Indonesia, Singapore,

Australia and New Zealand, and the U.K., where in 2006 she met her

photographer husband, Matt Holliday. The couple welcomed their first child,

Charles Holliday, into the world on Christmas Eve 2009, and, within seven

weeks, she and the baby were holed up in a dark theatre in Pennsylvania 

as Vargo put a new Nickelodeon show through its paces before it hit the road.

Claude Chofi (SNL ’08) 
Social Activist

Claude Chofi describes himself as a social change activist deeply committed to

development in Africa. In 2005, he took a leave of absence from his job with a

children’s rights nongovernmental organization (NGO) in his native Democratic

Republic of the Congo to visit a friend in Chicago. While here, he planned to

work on his English, learn about American NGOs and explore graduate

programs in international development. 

He was discouraged to discover that his English skills were not as strong as

he thought. Also, Chicago offered no graduate programs in his interest area,

and the credits from his undergraduate degree in Congo were not all transferable;

he would have to complete an undergraduate degree here before applying to

graduate school. 

Chofi’s relationship with DePaul began via free ESL classes offered through the

School of Education. A friend told him about the School for New Learning (SNL),

and a meeting with Mary Jane Dix, SNL student advocate, convinced him that

SNL could meet his needs. “The ability to go to school with adults and design my

own focus area made it a perfect fit,” says Chofi. He also was able to keep his job

as a child-care counselor with Jewish Child and Family Services, where he helps

teenagers who have been taken from their homes because of abuse or neglect.

With help from his faculty mentor, Susan Reed, associate dean for curriculum,

instruction and assessment, and his professional advisor, Patricia Szczerba, who

has extensive experience with NGOs and the United Nations, Chofi designed a

focus area in community and international development and mapped out very

clear steps toward his goal of working for an international NGO.

He created an advanced research project on the role beneficiary populations

should play in determining priority projects for international humanitarian

organizations, which includes guidelines for NGOs for using more participatory

strategies to assure that development projects respond to the true needs of the

communities they intend to serve. As part of his research, he traveled back to

Congo and spoke to senior-level people from international NGOs working there.

His project won SNL’s Weinberg Prize for its focus on social justice and

activism, excellence in research and quality of writing.

Meanwhile, Chofi founded a small NGO in Congo that helps send former

child soldiers to college and is vice president of the Congolese Community of

Chicago. He plans to continue his international development studies in graduate

school in the near future.





Maria Lopez (COM ’02)
Bilingual Business Trainer
Women’s Business Development Center 

For Maria Lopez, the decision to leave the work force to raise her children

turned out to be a great career move.  Prior to that, Lopez spent 13 years

working for LaSalle Bank. While working full time, she attended DePaul.

“The environment at DePaul was so supportive, and I completed my degree

while working full time and being a mom. The classes were flexible with evening

and weekend options. I struggled, but I was able to do it,” she says. 

After finishing her degree, Lopez decided that staying home with her kids

would allow her time to determine her next step. 

“I made a point of getting out and networking. I took some workshops at the

Women’s Business Development Center (WBDC) because I was considering

starting my own business. That’s when they approached me about the bilingual

business trainer position. I wasn’t looking for a job, but here was this

opportunity. I liked the mission and that I would be outside the cubical

environment and in the community,” Lopez says.

She oversees the Latina Program at WBDC, which helps women who are

going through the process of opening or growing their businesses. The program

provides counseling, coaching, technical assistance and workshops on

marketing, finance and business planning. 

“We see a lot of success stories in the Latina Program,” says Lopez. One of

her favorite examples is a woman who emigrated from Mexico and wanted to

open a boutique for kids that carried a shoe available only in Mexico. With the

help of WBDC, the woman was able to negotiate a distribution deal that brought

the shoe to her store in Chicago. “It’s been a good business for her, and I’ve

loved seeing her grow and become more and more motivated,” she says.

Lopez and her family came to the United States from Mexico when she was

only 6 years old. Her language skills in Spanish and English allowed her to

translate for her parents, but she never planned on using her bilingualism in 

her career. 

“I feel like I’ve come full circle from my childhood, to be in a role as a bilingual

speaker for WBDC,” Lopez says. “Being in the community and helping women,

it gives me pride to know that I can motivate other people. I’ve never seen being

Latina as being a setback, and I want other Latinas to realize that, too.” 

P.J. Byrne (THE ’99)
Actor

In the recent movie “Dinner for Schmucks,” P.J. Byrne leaps onto a table like

Errol Flynn, defending himself from a blind swordsman with a champagne

bucket and assorted stemware.

As Irv Goldman Sachs, Byrne lampoons greedy sports agents on the hit

comedy “The Game,” currently filming new episodes for BET. 

And he entered the national zeitgeist with a single word—“Championship”

—in a wildly popular commercial for NFL fantasy football.

He made it all up.

“P.J. Byrne, an up-and-comer with stellar comic timing who plays Gary in

‘Finding Bliss,’ is an actor who loves to ad-lib and is brilliant at it,” says director

Julie Davis in the June 3, 2010, issue of Back Stage magazine. 

Byrne is quick to praise directors like Mike Nichols, Nora Ephron and Clint

Eastwood, who create safe environments that bring out actors’ creativity. 

“Once you feel you have free rein to do whatever you want, magical things 

can happen,” says Byrne, citing the completely unrehearsed fight scene in

“Dinner for Schmucks” as an example.

But the actor, who makes no secret of his love for DePaul, credits The

Theatre School (TTS) for the depth and breadth of his career. “They give you

the classical training, with myriad techniques, from Stanislavsky to method

acting, but they also are great at teaching you improvisation,” he says. 

“People who are successful are willing to take risks, in life and in acting.

Once you choose to be an actor, you’re rolling the dice. … DePaul gave me 

the confidence to take those risks.”

Byrne has rolled the dice a time or two. As a finance major at Boston

College, he followed a roommate to an audition and snared a role. He double-

majored in theatre, figuring that would help get him a job offer from a big Wall

Street firm, but declined that offer to enroll in TTS. 

A former Alumni Board member, Byrne is actively involved in TTS and the

current campaign for scholarships and a new theatre building. “My definition 

or my measure of success would be my ability to give back ... to create that

environment for the next kid to have this opportunity. I want to make sure that

venue is there in perpetuity.”
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Rhonda Matthews Ware (LAS ’95)
Attorney
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C.

DePaul is where Rhonda Matthews Ware learned to follow her heart, and that

has led her to great things. 

Ware had already committed to attend another university when she learned

about DePaul’s more intimate size, dedication to diversity and commitment to

community service. She felt so strongly that she had found her perfect school

that she changed her plans. 

After graduating from DePaul, Ware received a law degree from Suffolk

University Law School in Boston. She chose the school’s four-year evening

division so she could continue her full-time work as an advocate for crime

victims and witnesses. 

She is now an associate with Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C. in Milwaukee,

specializing in product liability litigation and risk avoidance. She says she chose

to work for WHD, a mid-sized regional firm that supports diversity and community

initiatives, for the same reasons she chose DePaul.

Ware serves on the firm’s diversity committee and coordinates a program that

provides pro bono representation for victims of domestic abuse. She also is on

the board of the Waukesha Women’s Center, which provides an emergency

shelter and other services for abused women and families. For many years, she

facilitated gender violence prevention education at universities and high schools

for the Mentors in Violence Prevention Program of the Center for the Study of

Sport in Society. 

Her advice to the young people she mentors? “Make sure that while you are

working hard to achieve your goals, you stay true to yourself. Make decisions

that make sense to you and feel right. If you follow your heart, the sky’s the limit.”

She credits DePaul for having strengthened her values system. “DePaul is

where I learned that there is more to success than financial gain and to make

choices based on values rather than prestige,” says Ware. “I am proud of

having chosen ‘a road less traveled’ and still achieving success, in all meanings

of the word.”

Ware is a member of TEMPO Milwaukee, a women’s leadership network,

serves on the board of the Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra, and is a

published poet. Her poem, “Please Come See About Me,” a plea for help from

Hurricane Katrina survivors, was featured on National Public Radio three weeks

after the disaster. She is married to Milwaukee attorney Christopher Ware.

Katie Weitz White (EDU ’99)
Director of Impact Planning and Improvement
Sherwood Foundation

When Katie Weitz White taught in Chicago in the 1990s, she worked at an

elementary school that held gunfire drills nearly every day. At another, she taught

math and reading in a new science lab after science was eliminated from the

curriculum. Although dismayed by the challenges her students faced inside and

outside the classroom, she drew on the techniques she learned from her favorite

professors at DePaul: how to teach students to learn by doing, how to incorporate

social justice into subjects such as math.

“I was really inspired by [my professors’] commitment to social justice in the

classroom and in the educational system at large,” White says.

Convinced she could make the greatest impact at the system level, “I really

began to think about what kinds of policies encourage adolescents, in particular, 

to engage in their communities,” she says.

In a master’s and doctoral program on human development and social policy that

she will complete in the next year at Northwestern University, White discovered that

students who engage in meaningful community service have better educational

outcomes, regardless of socioeconomic status or racial background. Although nearly

half of the high schools in America have such programs, they tend to serve upper-

middle-class students. How could she meaningfully involve racially diverse but

primarily low-income students in her hometown of Omaha, Neb., in civic life?

She found her opportunity through the Sherwood Foundation, a charitable

organization focused on improving child and family welfare throughout Omaha.

Hired in 2006 to lead the organization’s partnership with the Omaha Public Schools

(OPS), White has facilitated service-learning partnerships between OPS magnet

schools and corresponding departments at the University of Nebraska at Omaha.

She’s coordinating the creation of an emergency medical technician training

program in the OPS Career Center, linked with a network of new health clinics in

the schools, that enables high school students to gain hands-on experience as

medical aides. She also has coordinated a cultural proficiency program to help

teachers, most of whom are Caucasian women, create lesson plans that reflect 

the experiences of Omaha’s large African-American and immigrant populations.

“I’d love to see the Omaha Public Schools close the achievement gap and

eliminate childhood poverty in Omaha, have no gang violence and reduce teen

pregnancy. Short of that, there is so much potential with this foundation and the

partnership with the schools,” says White, who confidently predicts, “Omaha Public

Schools will be the best urban school district within seven more years.”





Even though DePaul is nowhere near the ocean, its Department of

Biological Sciences has spawned a cadre of fish researchers. They bypass

Lake Michigan to study vertebrate fauna in Alaska, Ecuador or the aquaria

in their own labs. And, they collaborate with local medical researchers to

push the boundaries of knowledge for both fish and humans.

“There are more fish than all other groups of vertebrates combined, 

so they’re good for studying evolution,” says Assistant Professor Windsor

Aguirre, who studies both the rare (and, in some cases, unidentified) fish 

in biologically isolated Ecuadorian environments, and the common and

well-documented three-spine stickleback, a model species for looking 

at evolution.

Aguirre and a graduate student, Cory Drevecky, spent part of this

summer in Alaska collecting sticklebacks, which normally live in the ocean

but go to fresh water to reproduce. Oceanic sticklebacks have established

thousands of resident freshwater populations throughout the northern

hemisphere, and these have evolved different body types and behaviors.

Aguirre studies these differences. His team of one graduate and four

undergraduate assistants will help analyze the new specimens: incubating

their eggs to breed more sticklebacks, examining body shape variations

using digital images and eventually x-raying them at the Field Museum in

order to study their vertebral morphology. 

Aguirre was born in Queens, N.Y., but his family returned to its native

Ecuador when he was 10. His interest in biology started early and was

fanned by his undergraduate studies in Ecuador. “It’s amazing to study

biology in a tropical country,” he says. Next summer, he plans to do basic

research in the isolated freshwater systems west of the Andes. “There’s been

virtually nothing published about the fish there, and they’ve really been

devastated by human development,” he says. He’s discovered one hitherto

unidentified species in an Ecuadorian river and expects to find more.

Kenshu Shimada, associate professor of biology and environmental

science, trolls one of the more unlikely fishing grounds: the chalk deposits

of Kansas, site of a prehistoric ocean. In 2008, he found a fin of what

turned out to be a 20-foot-long plankton-eating bony fish, later named

Bonnerichthys gladius. The fossil dates to the late Cretaceous period, about

85 million years ago. Along with the examination of previously collected

museum specimens, the find led to a paper in a prestigious journal,

Science, in February because the fossil fish represented the first convincing

evidence of gigantic plankton-eating fish in the age of dinosaurs.

DePaul researchers take “fishing trips” as far as Ecuador and as nearby as Chicago’s 

Children’s Memorial Hospital, unraveling mysteries of evolution and genomics. 

GoFish!

by El izabeth Gardner
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Giving Update
The following alumni gave their generous support to
DePaul University from April 2010 through June 2010.

tidbits

$1,000,000+

n Brian Campbell (COM ’63, MS ’73) and Mary Campbell, 

Eugene J. Muldoon Endowed Scholarship

n Michael Jaharis (JD ’58) and Mary Jaharis, Mary and 

Michael Jaharis Endowed Scholarship

n Harrison I. and Lois M. Steans Family; Harrison Steans (DHL ’05), 

Steans Family Endowed Undergraduate Scholarship

$500,000 to $999,999

n George L. Ruff (COM ’74) and Tanya Ruff, 

George L. Ruff Endowed Scholarship

n Bertram L. Scott (SNL ’80, DHL ’09) and Elizabeth Fender, 

Bertram L. Scott and Elizabeth A. Fender Endowed Scholarship

$100,000 to $499,999

n John Herklotz (COM ’49), John and Dale Melbourne Herklotz

Letter Winners Plaza

n William Kusack Jr. (MBA ’78), Circle of Finance Opportunities 

Endowed Scholarship

n Joseph Ponsetto (EDU ’78, JD ’82) and Jeanne Lenti Ponsetto (EDU ’78),

Fund for Athletics; The Theatre School Performing Arts Capital Campaign;

School of Music Performing Arts Capital Campaign

n Joseph Silich (COM ’92), Silich Family Endowed Scholarship

n Daniel Ustian (COM ’73) and Ramona Ustian, Fund for Athletics

$50,000 to $99,999

n Theodore J. Aldrich (LAS '92), College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Endowed Scholarship; College of Commerce Endowed Scholarship

n Richard Douglas Bruno (LAS ’73, MA ’88) and Patty Bruno (LAS ’76), 

Fund for Women’s Basketball; Fund for Men’s Basketball

n Robert A. Clifford (COM ’73, JD ’76, LLD ’03) and Joan Clifford (EDU ’72),

Robert A. Clifford Symposium on Tort Law and Social Policy

n Edward Fellin (COM ’80), Edward J. Fellin, CPA Endowed Scholarship

n Lee McCullough and Joyce McCullough (SNL ’05), Kat McCullough

Endowed Scholarship

n Estate of Mary G. Riordan (LAS ’68), Fund for DePaul

n Rev. Charles F. Shelby, C.M. (LAS MS ’72), Rev. Charles F. Shelby

Endowed Scholarship in Theatre

n Mr. and Mrs. Harry Shields (EDU ’73), Fund for Women’s Basketball

n Phillip A. Sprovieri (LAS ’70), Sprovieri Family Memorial Endowed

Scholarship in Chemistry 

n Ernest R. Wish (COM ’57, LLD ’91) and Mimi Wish, Ernest R. & Mimi D.

Wish Endowed Scholarship; Needles, Snow and Wish “Success through

Scholarship” Endowment in Accountancy

$25,000 to $49,999

n Norman B. Berger (JD ’81) and Anna A. Lissa (JD ’84), Marie A. Monahan

Class of 1981 Memorial Endowed Loan Repayment Fund

n Jon Bottorff (MBA ’82) and Mary Kay Bottorff, Finance Advisory Board

Endowed Scholarship

n Pamela Crutchfield (SNL ’00), Ellen Benjamin Nonprofit Leadership

Endowed Scholarship

n John Cummins (LAS ’88, JD ’92), Fund for DePaul

n Richard H. Driehaus (COM ’65, MBA ’70, DHL ’02), The Theatre School

Awards for Excellence; Fund for Finance 

n Bruce Leech (MBA ’81), Fund for The Coleman Center

n Carla Michelotti (LAS ’72, JD ’75, DHL ’08) and Robert Colvin, 

Carlo and Anna Michelotti Memorial Endowed Scholarship

n Peter Pesce (COM ’70), Peter Pesce Endowed Award

New Planned Gifts
The following alumni indicated that they will support
DePaul University through a planned or estate gift of
$25,000 or more. 

n Maria Capoccia (SNL ’93)

n Martin Friend (JD ’52) and Ellen Friend

n Errol R. Halperin (COM ’64, JD ’67) and Libby G. Halperin

n Joanne Phillips (LAS ’82)

n John B. Simon (JD ’67) and Millie Simon

n Lawrence Sullivan (COM ’57) and Geraldine Sullivan









Eric P. Larsen (MBA ’98) is taking a year
off to pack up his family and sail to French
Polynesia and other South Pacific islands
on his way to Australia. This spring, he
made the trip official by negotiating a leave
of absence from his current employer,
Seattle-based BlackRock Inc., where he is
managing director of information technology.

Wren D. Longno (THE ’99) is the director
of communications for Housing and Services
Inc., a nonprofit organization that develops
and manages permanent, supportive
housing for the formerly homeless.

Amor Montes De Oca (LAS ’99), a photo
researcher for educational publishers, is the
founder of arteyvidachicago.com, a website
dedicated to Hispanic arts and cultural events.

Christine M. Lopez
(MED ’00) was one 
of 25 CEOs and
executive directors in
Lake County (Ill.) to be
selected to participate
in the Lake County
Leadership Task
Force, sponsored by

the Lake County Community Foundation, 
an affiliate of the Chicago Community Trust.
She is the director of foundation relations 
at Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine
and Science in North Chicago, Ill.

Elizabeth Berrones-
Rotchford (JD ’01),
an attorney at Gil &
Cruz in Aurora, Ill.,
was honored with the
2010 Pro Bono
Award, presented by
the Kane County (Ill.)
Bar Foundation. She

lives in Oswego, Ill., with her husband,
Matt, and their two children.

Juliette C. Niemi (COM ’02) graduated
on May 7, 2010, with her master’s degree
in student affairs administration from
Michigan State University, where she also
was honored as the Louis C. Stamatakos
Outstanding Master’s Student in Student
Affairs. She recently began her new post-
graduate position as educational program
coordinator at the Michigan State University
Counseling Center.

Phyllis A.
Unterschuetz
(SNL ’02) and her
husband, Gene, have
traveled throughout
the United States
since 1997 speaking
on racial unity. They
have been married for

38 years and live most of the time on the
road in their RV. The couple co-authored a
book called “Longing: Stories of Racial
Healing” and were in Chicago this summer
to promote its release.

Amber M. McGovern (JD ’03), an
associate at Gladstone Michel Weisberg
Willner & Sloane in Marina del Rey, Calif.,
was named a Southern California Rising
Star for 2010 by Super Lawyers magazine.

Mustafa Ahmet Duzdag (LAS MA ’04)
has been teaching as a lecturer in the
English language and literature department
at Istanbul Fatih University since
September 2009.

Proco “Joe” J. Moreno III (MBA ’04)
was inaugurated as the alderman of
Chicago’s First Ward on March 26, 2010.
He lives in the Wicker Park neighborhood
with his daughter, Ava.

James D. Ritz (LAS MS ’04) was
appointed chief of police for the Berwyn
(Ill.) Police Department in April 2010.

Christina Toto Lynch (JD ’04) joined the
law firm of Chittenden, Murday & Novotny
LLC as an associate. She will handle matters
in the litigation practice, representing clients
primarily in the financial services industry.

Matthew Anderson (CMN ’05) joined
Transamerica Retirement Services as third-
party administrator development manager for
its central region. He is based in Chicago.

Caitlin A. Costello (LAS ’05) is on the
board of directors of the Chicago Chapter
of the National Organization for Women
and leads the Stop Violence Against
Women issue team.

Nancy Nguyen
(LAS ’05) has been
in local, state and
national pageants that
support education and
philanthropy since
1996. In 2009, she
competed for and won
the title of Miss United

States. She currently has a number of projects
under way and has started two businesses,
Sweet T. and 23/23 Consulting Group.

Vanessa A. Walilko
(LAS ’05), a jewelry
and fashion designer,
received two prizes in
the international
design competition
Bead Dreams. Her
chain maille jacket
took home the

People’s Choice Award and second place
in the Wirework category.

Christopher L.
Barbuto
(COM MS ’06)
was promoted to
managing associate
of Philadelphia-based
Drucker & Scaccetti
P.C., effective July 1,
2010.

Chantelle A. Porter (JD ’06) was
installed as third vice president of the
DuPage Association of Women Lawyers
(DAWL) on May 20, 2010. She currently
serves on the board of directors for DAWL
and the DuPage County Bar Association.

Rena Prizant (COM ’06) joined David
James Group, a marketing agency, as a
copywriter.

Jason N. Abrahams
(MBA ’07) joined
National Gift Card
Corp., a leading
incentive gift card
distributor, as
marketing director. He
previously worked at
Chicago-based

KemperLesnik, where he was an account
executive developing and executing
marketing and PR strategies for the agency’s
technology and financial industry clients. 

Shawn P. Babiarz (MBA ’07) developed
and sells an exercise equipment device
called KoreFit, which he originally developed
to help physical-rehabilitation patients, such
as people who have suffered a stroke. He
has served as a physical therapist for the
NFL Europe’s Amsterdam Admirals and for
the De Meer Soccer Club in Amsterdam. 

Mark D. Branson (MBA ’07) joined The
Adler School of Professional Psychology in
Chicago as associate vice president of
marketing and communications.

John M. Schneider (CDM ’07, MS ’08)
joined the defense contracting agency Booz
Allen Hamilton in December 2009 as a
senior consultant. He has been appointed by
the U.S. Navy as an information assurance
officer for the Naval Services Training
Command located in Great Lakes, Ill.

Lakeesha R. Brown (LAS ’08) earned her
master’s in psychology with a specialization
in child and adolescent psychology from
The School of Professional Psychology in
December 2009. 

Christopher P. Huberts (COM ’09)
was accepted into the full-time MBA
program at the University of Chicago Booth
School of Business and was awarded the
1898 Fellowship.

Dustin Kim (COM ’09) is a financial analyst
by day and spends his free time participating
in mixed martial arts. In February 2010, he
had his mixed martial arts amateur fight
debut at Durty Nellie’s in Palatine, Ill.
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22 a l u m n i

’00s Reunion Years: 
2000 and 2005



Bryan W. Lockie (LAS MA ’09) won a
local short-story competition and in May
represented the Evanston (Ill.) Chapter of
the National Society of Arts and Letters at
its 2010 Literature Competition in Short
Story Writing.

Matthew M. Zuziak (LAS ’09, MS ’10)
was accepted into the WorldTeach Volunteer
Program based at Harvard University. In
July, he began a volunteer tour as a math
and science teacher at the College of
Micronesia in Pohnpei, Micronesia.

Donna L. Dungca
(CDM ’02) and her
husband, Ignacio
Campos, celebrated
their one-year
wedding anniversary
on April 24, 2010. The
couple has been living
in Madrid, Spain, for

one year and plans to move back to
Chicago in a few years. Donna currently
works as a quality assurance manager for
the social networking website Tuenti.

Raquel C. Unser
(JD ’06) and Joshua
M. Jackson (JD ’05)
were married on June
5, 2010, in Chicago.
The couple met while
in law school at
DePaul University.
Joshua is an

associate attorney at Schiller, DuCanto and
Fleck, and Raquel is an associate attorney
at the Law Offices of Jeffery M. Leving Ltd.

Caitlin A. Schulz
(MUS ’08) and 
Alex D. Rot (MUS
’07) were married on
June 13, 2010, in
Elgin, Ill. The couple
lives in Elkhart, Ind.

Kara L. DePaul (COM ’98) and her
husband, Joe, are pleased to announce
the birth of their son, Drake Joseph, born
April 6, 2010. He joins big sisters Isabella
and Sophia.

Mohammed J. Khan
Zubair (CDM ’01,
MS ’03) and his wife,
Sarah, are pleased to
announce the birth of
their son, Musa Yawer,
born March 2, 2010.

Natalia Olmos-
Jozwiak (COM ’04)
and her husband,
Maciek Jozwiak
(COM ’02), welcomed
their first son, Julian,
on May 20, 2010.
Natalia works for
Accenture, and Maciek

runs an importing business and teaches
tennis. The family resides in Chicago.

Emily (O’Gorman) Durrett (LAS ’06)
and her husband, Joe, are proud to
announce the birth of their daughter,
Maggie Lin, on June 4, 2010, in Cincinnati.

Kathleen A.
(Niemiera) Clair
(COM MS ’08) and
her husband, Ron, are
happy to announce
the birth of their first
child, Tyler John, on
March 4, 2010.

Lord, we commend to you the souls of
our dearly departed. In your mercy and
love, grant them eternal peace.

Alumni
Gertrude M. Thiess (COM ’43)

Herman O. Bauermeister (JD ’46)

Ida Swarsensky (LAS MA ’47)

Martin E. Dowd (LAS ’49)

Alfred Klein (EDU ’49, ’57)

Henry J. Marquard (JD ’49)

William J. Sullivan (COM ’49)

Otto R. Nichols (COM ’50)

Michael A. Orenic (JD ’50)

May J. Eggleston (LAS ’51)

Sister Anne Starcevich (LAS MA ’51)

Melvin H. Borovay (COM ’52)

Nancy L. McEvoy (LAS ’52)

Helen B. Menard (COM ’52)

Robert S. Muczynski (MUS ’50, ’52)

James H. Sullivan (LAS ’52)

Sister Margaret A. Brady (LAS ’53)

Raymond R. Becker (LAS ’54)

John P. Rusnak (COM ’55)

Michael J. Perlowski (LAS ’56, JD ’63)

Rev. John R. Winterlin (MUS ’56)

James L. Donnelly Jr. (LLB ’57)

Daniel Helsdingen (COM '57)

Charles Stine (MUS ’57)

Rita F. Jorgensen (LAS ’58)

Richard W. Nield (COM ’58)

Peter J. Stramaglia (COM ’60)

Ruth S. O’Bryan (MUS ’62, ’67)

Elizabeth J. Maloney (EDU ’65)

Paul W. Engstrom (JD ’66)

Leo J. Mandl (MBA ’71)

Peter J. Petrouski (LAS ’71)

James E. Bobula (LAS ’73)

William M. Weist (LAS ’74)

Stuart D. Cohen (JD ’76)

Brian K. Rushing (MBA ’81)

Kevin R. McCarthy (CDM ’85)

Robert A. Margolis (COM ’94, ’03)

Mammie London (LAS ’97)

Friends
Janine Denomme
Michael Z. Massel
Yolanda L. Miller
Joseph A. Vitaterna
Lila Weinberg

Editor’s Note: Due to space limitations, this
memorial list includes only those alumni and friends
who our offices have confirmed have passed away
since the previous issue was printed.
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Births & Adoptions In Memoriam

We want to hear about your 
promotion, career move, wedding, 
birth announcement and other
accomplishments and milestones.

Please include your name (and
maiden name if applicable), along
with your e-mail, mailing address,
degree(s) and year(s) of graduation.

Mail to: DePaul University 
Office of Alumni Relations
ATTN: Class Notes
1 E. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604 

E-mail to: dpalumni@depaul.edu 

Fax to: 312.362.5112 

For online submissions visit:
alumni.depaul.edu

Class notes will be posted on 
the Alumni & Friends website and 
will be considered for inclusion in 
DePaul Magazine. 

DePaul reserves the right to edit class notes.

Share your news with 
the DePaul community.

Marriages & Engagements



Event Calendar
Visit alumni.depaul.edu or call 800.437.1898 for further information and to register. 
Fees and registration deadlines apply to certain events.

September

Sept. 14
Alumni and Friends Reception
St. Louis

Sept. 15
Young Alumni Tequila Tasting
Chicago

Sept. 16
Alumni and Friends Reception
Las Vegas

Sept. 16
Networking Happy Hour
New York

Sept. 21
Kellstadt Graduate School of Business
Alumni Reception
Chicago

Sept. 23
Alumni and Friends Reception
Elmhurst, Ill.

Sept. 30
Faculty Speaking Engagement:
Personal Finance Tips
Chicago

October

Oct. 5
Alumni and Friends Reception
Seattle

Oct. 5
Arizona Alumni Chapter 
Wine and Networking Reception
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Oct. 5
Panel Discussion
Washington, D.C.

Oct. 7
Alumni and Friends Reception
Denver

Oct. 13
Alumni Career Conference Call:
Networking 101 Teleconference

Oct. 15 to 17
Reunion Weekend 2010

Oct. 21
Alumni and Friends Reception
Milwaukee

Oct. 27
Alumni and Friends Reception
Wilmette, Ill.

Oct. 30
Fourth Annual Chicagoland Tour
Chicago

November

Nov. 4
Alumni and Friends Reception
New York

Nov. 6
Giving Thanks Service Day
Phoenix

Nov. 7
House of Blues Gospel Brunch
Chicago

Nov. 9
Alumni and Friends Reception
San Francisco

Nov. 10
Alumni Career Conference Call:
Resume 2.0 Teleconference

Nov. 10
Alumni Book Club
Chicago

Recent Alumni Events

Summer Picnics

On July 10, close to 50 DePaul alumni, family and friends

gathered for a casual summer picnic near Deep Lake in

Lake Villa, Ill. Donald Ulias (LAS ’57) welcomed guests to

the event, and attendees enjoyed outdoor games, a

delicious barbeque buffet and the beautiful scenery

surrounding the lake.

This year’s fourth annual Summer Send-off picnics

were held at Schussler Park in Orland Park, Ill., and Flick

Park in Glenview, Ill. The casual gatherings provided an

excellent opportunity for DePaul alumni to welcome

first-year students to the university community.

Alumni Celebrate America’s Favorite Pastime 

Over the summer, DePaul alumni and friends cheered

on their favorite teams at stadiums nationwide. Many

of these alumni baseball outings included pregame

gatherings for getting to know fellow graduates and

guests before hitting the stands. Alumni watched the

Chicago Cubs in action at baseball outings in Los

Angeles, Chicago, Denver, San Francisco and

Washington, D.C. Meanwhile, Chicago White Sox

outings were held in Oakland, Calif., and at U.S.

Cellular Field in Chicago. In late July, alumni enjoyed

some minor league baseball in Schaumburg, Ill., when

the Schaumburg Flyers faced off against the Fargo-

Moorhead Redhawks at Alexian Field.

Stay tuned, sports fans. This winter, DePaul’s Office of
Alumni Relations and Athletic Department will once again
partner to host pregame alumni gatherings for a number
of DePaul men’s and women’s basketball games.

alumni relations
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“ My definition or my measure of success would

be my ability to give back ... to create that environment

for the next kid to have this opportunity.”

P.J. Byrne (THE ’99)

See p. 13




