














Faculty publications | INSIGHTS

Imagining the  

Byzantine 
Past
The Perception of History in 
the Illustrated Manuscripts of 
Skylitzes and Manasses

ELENA N. BOECK

 

14 | 

Imagining the Byzantine 
Past: The Perception of 
History in the Illustrated 
Manuscripts of Skylitzes 
and Manasses

In “Imagining the Byzantine 
Past: The Perception of History 
in the Illustrated Manuscripts 
of Skylitzes and Manasses” 
(Cambridge University Press), 
Elena Boeck, associate 
professor of the history of 
art and architecture, argues 
that Byzantine history was 
selectively reimagined to suit 
the interests of outsiders. 

Real Men Don’t Sing: 
Crooning in American Culture

In “Real Men Don’t Sing: 
Crooning in American 
Culture” (Duke University 
Press), Allison McCracken, 
associate professor of 
American studies, outlines 
the history of crooning 
from its origins in minstrelsy 
through its association with 
white recording artists, 
band singers and radio 
stars. She asserts that the 
singing style’s short-lived, 
yet massive, popularity 
fundamentally changed 
American culture. 

Photography for Everyone: 
The Cultural Lives of Cameras 
and Consumers in Early 
Twentieth-Century Japan

Kerry Ross, associate 
professor of history, 
explores the integration 
of photography into 
everyday Japanese life in 
“Photography for Everyone: 
The Cultural Lives of Cameras 
and Consumers in Early 
Twentieth-Century Japan” 
(Stanford University Press). 
She posits that Japan’s 
fascination with photography 
emerged alongside its middle-
class, consumer revolution. 

The Lima Inquisition: The 
Plight of Crypto-Jews in 
Seventeenth-Century Peru

Ana Schaposchnik, 
associate professor 
of history, provides a 
history of the Inquisition’s 
tribunal in Lima, Peru, 
and an analysis of the 
1639 Auto General de 
Fe ceremony of public 
penance and execution 
in “The Lima Inquisition: 
The Plight of Crypto-Jews 
in Seventeenth-Century 
Peru” (University of 
Wisconsin Press).

A Citizen’s Guide to 
Presidential Nominations: The 
Competition for Leadership 

In “A Citizen’s Guide to 
Presidential Nominations: The 
Competition for Leadership” 
(Routledge), Wayne Steger, 
professor of political science, 
examines the power structure 
behind presidential nominations. 
He asserts that party insiders 
sway the nomination when they 
collude to back one candidate. 
When party insiders fail to 
coalesce behind a candidate, 
then the race remains wide open 
when the primaries begin.

Rock’n America: A Social 
and Cultural History

Deena Weinstein, 
professor of sociology, 
offers a systematic 
approach to 
understanding rock music 
by applying sociological 
concepts to historical 
contexts in her book, 
“Rock’n America: A 
Social and Cultural 
History” (University of 
Toronto Press). Suggested 
listening lists accompany 
each chapter.
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Visit alumni.depaul.edu/newsletter
to make your gift now.

General Scholarship Fund
Continue DePaul’s commitment 
to being accessible to all 
students by helping fund need-
based scholarships.

Fund for DePaul 
Make an immediate impact 
through an unrestricted gift 
applied to DePaul’s areas of 
greatest need, ranging from 
scholarships to programs.

College of Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences
Support leading scholars, campus 
facilities and resources, and 
scholarships for students in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.

“Education isn’t free, and it’s not inexpensive. 
Scholarships are so important because they 
help you continue your education. They 
give you motivation.”
In October 2015, Deyanira Avila ran the Chicago Marathon for 
the second time, but with a specific goal in mind. “I decided to do 
the marathon for a charity, and I chose Run Domestic Violence Out 
of Town, a cause I’m passionate about,” says Avila, who works at 
House of the Good Shepherd, a shelter for women and children. 
The collaborative fundraising campaign, which was launched by the 
Chicago Metropolitan Battered Women’s Network and other local 
agencies, aimed to collect funds for domestic violence services. 

Raising funds by running is not the only way Avila is combating 
violence against women. In spring 2015, she enrolled in the Master 
of Science in international public service program. “I want to 
work on global affairs, primarily violence against women, but also 
multiculturalism and education,” she explains. “I wanted to get a 
master’s degree, but I couldn’t find a program that encompassed 
more than just social work or more than just international 
relations. That’s why I chose DePaul. I didn’t find another program 
like it.” While fairly new to the university, Avila has enjoyed the 
support from professors and the academic atmosphere that are 
broadening her perspective on global matters.  

Education has always been a priority for Avila. Her parents 
emigrated from Mexico more than 40 years ago and consistently stressed the importance of education to Avila and her three siblings. 
“They worked hard to get us to school,” she says. “I have the zeal and passion for learning, and I want to do it for my parents.” She 
also credits scholarship support as being imperative to pursuing education. “Education isn’t free, and it’s not inexpensive,” she stresses. 
“Scholarships are so important because they help you continue your education. They give you motivation. You feel like someone is 
acknowledging that it may not be easy because you may not have the funds to do it, but someone is there to help you out.” 

As Avila continues her studies at DePaul and her work at House of the Good Shepherd, she anticipates her experiences will advance 
her career. A component of the international public service program that Avila is particularly excited about is the opportunity to study 
abroad. “I think that’s very important, because you can’t really study international public service without having that experience 
abroad,” she says. Avila hopes to one day use education as a tool to fight violence against women. “There’s just so many things that 
are happening around the world in terms of violence against women,” she says. “It’s something that is preventable and that we can 
stop. I feel that one day I can make a difference.”   

By Jacob Sabolo
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World Catholicism Week 
DePaul Student Center, 2250 N. Sheffield Ave., Room 314B

This year’s conference addresses theology, politics and practices of Charismatic 
and Pentecostal movements in the global South. Visit worldcathweek.depaul.edu 
for more details.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

“Ghosts of Amistad” Film Screening and Discussion with Marcus Rediker
2:30–5:30 p.m.
Location TBD

Explore the Amistad slave ship rebellion 177 years later with a screening and 
discussion of “Ghosts of Amistad,” which was based on Marcus Rediker’s book, 
“The Amistad Rebellion: An Atlantic Odyssey of Slavery and Freedom.”

Conversation with Maria Hinojosa and Laura Washington 
7 p.m.

DePaul Student Center, 2250 N. Sheffield Ave., Room 314
Celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Women’s Center at DePaul with this and 
other events. For more information visit bit.ly/wcdepaul.

April 11-17

April 27

May 11

For more information on LAS centers and institutes, visit bit.ly/LAScenters.


