











This fall, Associate Professor Mark Potosnak
is teaching a course on Pope Francis’ recent
encyclical on the environment. The 180-
page encyclical, “On Care for Our Common
Home, ” generated much interest among
Catholics and non-Catholics alike when

it was released in June. In this interview,
Potosnak dliscusses the importance of this
document and shares insights into his course.

What were the main themes of the
encyclical?

The encyclical on the environment

boils down to a few simple messages.
First, the science is settled: the Earth is
warming, and humans almost certainly are
responsible for climate change. Next, the
encyclical explains why this is an important
issue for Catholics. The pope emphasizes
that caring for God’s creation is a core
Catholic value. Of course, this care is not
unigue to the Catholic faith, and the pope
emphasized this as a common point with
other religions. Climate change is also a
moral issue. Although the poor suffer the
effects of climate change most severely,
the relatively affluent are the ones primarily
responsible for the greenhouse gas
emissions causing climate change. A final
message is that we need to turn away from
our culture of consumption.
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Why is Pope Francis’ stance on
climate change important? How is it
different from previous statements
from the Catholic Church?

Since so many people have come to see
individuals’ views on climate change as a
political litmus test, the pope is creating

an opportunity to recast the conversation.
Teaching that climate change should be
considered within a moral framework puts
the conversation on a new level. That said,
this is not a new view for the church. The
encyclical relies on previous teachings,
especially from the two previous popes and
from bishops’ groups around the world.
What is new is the primacy of the issue:
climate change and care for the environment
is now thrust forward for Catholics and
others interested in the pope’s message.

What are the course objectives?

| want the students to examine the encyclical
from a variety of perspectives. There is
obviously the religious dimension to consider,
but the pope addressed the encyclical to

all people and there are ways to approach
the document apart from its religious
impact. Science is difficult to communicate
under the best of circumstances, and

climate change is particularly tricky. The
climate system is complex, and the media
has often struggled to explain scientific
consensus and uncertainty. In this course,

we're asking, “How does the encyclical
approach these problems of climate change
communication?”

During the past 10 years, I've had the
opportunity to teach students the science
of climate change at DePaul and several
other institutions. Many students were
fascinated by the material, but through
formal and informal feedback, | realized
students wanted to know more about

the issue beyond the science. The idea of
this yearning was reinforced when | read
some recent studies in communication

and cultural cognition. Communication
specialists suggest that appealing to morals
and religion is one way to persuade climate
change skeptics. Like many of the problems
my CSH colleagues work on, climate change
requires an interdisciplinary approach.

We're also exploring questions raised by the
moral framework specified in the encyclical.
Are there any climate change solutions that
are particularly in line with the framework?
Are there any proposed solutions that would
work against the framework? For example,
developed countries are responsible for a
large quantity of greenhouse gases currently
in the atmosphere, so how much burden of
reduction should be placed on developing
countries like India and China? I'm also
making sure there is intellectual space in the
class for students to suggest and follow up
their own lines of inquiry.
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A “SCENT-SATION;/

IN THE FLAVOR AND FRAGRANCEINDUSTRY

By Kelsey Schagemann

What memories surface when you smell freshly baked cookies? How do
your taste buds react to a sour gummy candy? The team at Bell Flavors &
Fragrances understands better than most the evocative power of scent and
taste. “We make flavors and fragrances from apple to watermelon—basically
anything you can imagine,” says Noreen Lally (CSH '76, MS '83), who has
worked in the industry for nearly 40 years.

All these delicious flavors and luscious fragrances must meet stringent standards.
As Bell's director of regulatory affairs, Lally ensures that the company’s products
are aligned with government-dictated policies. “Our industry is highly regulated,
especially on the flavors side, where we have to meet natural and synthetic
labeling requirements,” she notes. Lally explains that consumers today are more
knowledgeable about the food they're eating and the products they're using
than ever before. “People are educated about GMOs; they know how to read
an ingredients label,” Lally says. “They're very concerned about nutrition.”

When the FDA pulled trans fat from its “generally recognized as safe” category
in June, Lally got right to work. “This is a huge issue for us, and it starts with
removing trans fat from all of our flavors,” she says. “The big box companies
that buy those flavors from us will be reformulating their products as well.”
Being flexible to changing regulations and policies is critical in Lally’s profession.
In 2013, her team faced a major challenge when the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration adopted a new standard for hazard communication.
“We had to reformat the safety data sheets for all the chemicals we use,” she
explains. “That's an example of a ruling that isn't necessarily food- or fragrance-
related, but it still falls under our umbrella of responsibility.”

Lally’s chemistry background makes her job easier. Recently, a shipment from
Bell's Northbrook, ll., facility was held up in China. “Even though we meet

all the labeling requirements, sometimes a customs officer will be concerned
or confused about something,” Lally says. “In that particular case, | had to
write a one-page explanation of how this product was made and what its
final use will be.” Prior to entering the regulatory affairs field, Lally spent more
than two decades as a chemist for Wrigley and International Flavors and
Fragrances. Those experiences helped Lally refine the skills she acquired at
DePaul as a physics undergraduate and a chemistry graduate student.

Working “on the bench” and in technical management gave Lally a broader
perspective that she relies on to this day. “A client may request a lemon
fragrance for a candle, and then depending on the product line, they may
also want to apply that same aroma to a lotion,” she says. “But you can’t

just pour the fragrance into the lotion. You have to reformulate it.” Overall,

it's the daily variety that keeps Lally engaged and interested in her work. “I
confront different issues every day, even every hour, and I rely on my chemistry
background to solve those problems,” she notes. “When | was in school, |
didn’t know this world existed, but I'm glad this door opened for me.”
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Take Five with Noreen |

Favorite flavor:
Mango

Favorite fragrance:
Citrus blends, especially tangerine

Best advice:
Ask questions.

Memorable science experiment:
In an organic chemistry lab, | remember
synthesizing the chemical that’s the active
component in banana flavor.

Favorite DePaul memory:

I loved that the professors were
approachable. They always held office
hours where you could just pop in, and
they were always very interested in you
as a person and as a student.
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Peter J. Stang (CSH ‘63, DHL '15), a renowned organic chemist and
the 2011 recipient of the National Medal of Science, delivered the
commencement address at the joint ceremony for graduates of CSH
and the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (LAS) in June. Lucy
Rinehart, LAS interim dean, hoods Stang as DePaul’s President, the

Photo credit: Jamie Moncrief/DePaul University

Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M., looks on.

Bravo! Bravo!

Assistant Professor Karl Liechty received
the Gabor Szego Prize from the Society
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics
for his outstanding research
contributions in statistical physics.

La Raza newspaper presented Assistant
Professor Elizabeth Florez with the
Mujeres Destacadas (Prominent
Women) award in the health category
for her volunteer work with the
American Heart Association.

The American Psychological Association
(APA) honored Professor Leonard
Jason with a Distinguished Professional
Contribution Award at the APA's 2015
Annual Convention in August.

The Albert Schweitzer Fellowship
named Master’s Entry to Nursing
Practice student Mary Clare Houlihan to
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CSH welcomed 11 new tenure-track
professors this fall:

Sarah Bockting-Conrad in mathematical sciences

Desale Habtzghi in mathematical sciences
Jessica Jerome in health sciences (see page 6)
Sheila Krogh-Jespersen in psychology

Hung-Chih Ku (CSH "05) in mathematical sciences

On Sept. 30, Vincent de

Paul Professor of Biological
Sciences Dorothy Kozlowski
met with alumni and friends
in Oak Brook, lI., to discuss
her research on traumatic
brain injuries and the
rehabilitation process.

its 2015-16 class of Chicago Schweitzer
Fellows. Houlihan plans to implement a
series of workshops for cancer survivors
through the Gilda’s Club Satellite
Program at Rush Cancer Center.

Twenty-two CSH students presented
posters at the Chicago Area
Undergraduate Research Symposium
on April 11. Majors represented
included biological sciences, chemistry,
environmental science and studies,
and psychology.

Goran Kuljanin in psychology

Elizabeth Moxley in nursing

Stefanos Orfanos (MBA ‘15) in mathematical sciences
Ida Salusky in psychology

Susan Tran in psychology

Jessica Vogt in environmental science and studies

View the 2014 Annual Report at bit.ly/annualreportcsh to learn about the
college’s activities and achievements last year.

PAYING TRIBUTE

From lab equipment to scholarships to textbooks, CSH
students appreciate the myriad ways DePaul alumni and
friends support their education. Here are the grateful words

of a few of those students.
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“I wouldn’t have been
able to attend my dream
college if it weren’t for
your generous scholarships.
Thank you!”

—Elizabeth Green,
health sciences

“Thank you for not letting
financial hardship stop a student
from achieving higher education!

Thank you for all your support
and encouragement.”

—Viviana Castellano, health sciences

“Thank you for supporting
DePaul students! You gave me
the ability to learn and work
toward building a healthy and
adaptable society.”

—Kat Heyn, chemistry

“Your generosity helps
Create strong academic
programs. | can’t imagine
a better place to be living
out my career goals.”

—Jamie Goddinott,
psychology

INVEST IN CSH STUDENTS

Support DePaul | SCIENTIA

“Your support has
provided me with an
outstanding and affordable
education that will help
me qo far in life. I'm so
incredibly appreciative.”

—Amanda Weinper,
psychology

“You may not know it
but you're allowing me to
work hard in college and
push myself. Thanks to
your qifts, | am the first
in my family to go to
college. You're making
my dream come true.”

—Jasmine L. Hernandez,
biology

Consider making a gift to one of the funds below.

Dean’s Undergraduate
Research Fellowship
Ensure that students receive

financial support to pursue
summer research internship

laboratories and institutions.

Fund for DePaul

Make an immediate
impact through an
unrestricted gift applied to
DePaul’s areas of greatest
opportunities at leading museums,  need, ranging from
scholarships to programs.

Fund
Continue DePaul’s

based scholarships.

General Scholarship

commitment to being
accessible to all students
by helping fund need-

College of Science
and Health

Support leading scholars,
campus facilities and
resources, and scholarships
for students in the College
of Science and Health.

Visit alumni.depaul.edu/newsletter to make your gift now.
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DePaul alumni automatically qualify for the
H E A DI NG Double Demon Scholarship, which covers

25 percent of the tuition for graduate

degree coursework in seven of DePaul’s

B AC K T colleges and schools. Select certificate and
non-degree programs are also eligible.

Some restrictions apply.

S C H o o I 9 To learn more, visit
® go.depaul.edu/alumnischolarships.



